


Welcome

üCEDAS President, Kevin Bielmeier 

ü250 members strong

üCEDAS is a not-for-profit organization committed to 

advancing the practice of economic development in CT

üBest Practices in Land Use & Economic Development

üVisit CEDAS booth #240 (www.cedas.org)



Panel

üDavid Kooris, Executive Director, CT Municipal 

Development Authority

üJessica Vonshek, Executive Director, Manresa Island 

Corp. (past CEDAS board member)

üPatrick McMahon, Economic Development Director, 

Town of Windsor (past CEDAS President)



Business as Unusual: 

State support, Local leads

DAVID KOORIS
Executive Director

CT Municipal Development Authority
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Walkable Downtowns. Transit Villages. 

Vibrant Communities. 

Connecticut Municipal Development Authority (CMDA) partners with 

municipalities from across the state to grow their neighborhoods by 

expanding housing around transit hubs and in downtowns. We provide 

flexible, customized support to help our municipal partners achieve 

tailored housing and economic development goals that work for their 

communities.

We Are CMDA
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We Are CMDA



What does CMDA do for Connecticut?

Housing Solutions

We are a critical resource for municipalities seeking 

practical and effective solutions to complex housing 

development challenges and increased demands.

Economic Growth

We provide flexible, customized 

support that helps municipalities achieve the 

economic development goals that work for their 

communities.

Vibrant, Walkable 
Neighborhoods

We work with municipalities to develop modern 

and walkable neighborhoods where folks want to 

live and work.

A Stronger Connecticut

We foster partnerships that 

drive meaningful progress and contribute to a 

more equitable 

and prosperous Connecticut.
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When you partner with us, we help you achieve 

your vision from start to finish, navigating state 

permitting and approval processes to build housing 

near transit hubs and providing financial assistance 

that can make your vision a reality.

We work at the district or neighborhood level to 

ƘŜƭǇ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

housing growth and downtown vitality. Our goal is 

to establish Housing Growth Zones with member 

municipalities 

that hold high potential for 

new transit-oriented and downtown development.

We will work with you to 

think through how factors like economic 

development, traffic, tax base, and environment 

relate to one another, and develop a 

comprehensive strategy for housing growth. 

We want to understand the big pictureτso that we 

can work together to expedite the kind of growth 

your community needs.

Become Our Partner

Our work with municipalities is elective.
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Questions? 
[ŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘΦ

Email us at info@wearecmda.org
For media inquiries, please contact 
cmda@berlinrosen.com



Business as Unusual: 
The impact of  local investment

JESSICA VONASHEK
Executive Director

Manresa Island Corp



C C M  A n n u a l  C o n v e n t i o n
D e c e m b e r  2 n d ,  2 0 2 5





A Place like no other

Create a magnetic, other-worldly 

destination for recreation and retreat that 

$&/&#5!7&6 J!15&6!v6 5&(,21!/ $217&;7k 

A hub for learning  and 
discovery

Create a network of public spaces dedicated to 

year-round experiential learning and engaging 

public programming, supported by a backbone of 

revenue-generating activities

An island for all

B;3!1% !$$&66 72 K25:!/.v6 $2!67/,1& 

through a diverse array of immersive 

waterfront experiences that welcome 

people of all ages and backgrounds.

a revitalized ecology

E&!/ !1% &1+!1$& J!15&6!v6 $2!67!/ 

ecosystems and post-industrial wilds in 

order to cultivate a landscape that is 

healthy, safe, and vibrant.

A model of future-forward 
thinking

Connect building and landscape through an 

integrated system of technology, 

sustainability, and resiliency measures that 

can serve as a model for the region.

PROJECT 
VALUES









Project timing
ÅPhase I: Northern Forest

o Anticipated opening, early 
2027

o Approximately 34 acres, 
with trail system and three 
pockets (Eco: 1 acre; 
Gather: 0.6 acre; and 
Education: 0.2 acre)

o New bus stop and parking 
lot less than 50 spots.

ÅPhase II: Landscape and 
Building, all except ten 
acres (DOT easement) 

o Anticipated opening in 
2032

ÅPhase III: Remaining 
Landscape, final ten acres 
o Anticipated opening in 

2035



Business as Unusual: Tax 

Increment Financing (TIF)

PATRICK McMAHON
Economic Development Director

Town of Windsor


