= MANRESA

CCCCCCCCC
eeeeeeeeeeeeeee









B i T TR ey
- -

-_a




GJ“ff\ — -1

~ DIKE CONSTRUCTION

&

| " \:‘v =
.. — 3 - :
- . “‘ v



AN ACCESSIBLE
SHORELINE

Fenced off from the public for decades,
Manresa Island exists within a broader legacy
of waterfront residential and industrial
development which has eroded public access
along the Connecticut shoreline. Manresa
Island Park offers a unique opportunity to
expand access to Norwalk’s waterfront and
help connect the community back to the Long
Island Sound.

Equitable, accessible shorelines and open
spaces provide communities with
opportunities to relax, recreate, and connect
with one another, reducing stress and
improving overall health. They also provide
essential environmental benefits—such as
wildlife habitat and coastal protection—while
connecting people to the ecosystems where
they live.

SHORELINE ACCESS Map depicting public and
private shoreline access in Norwalk (Image
Source: SCAPE)

Despite being a vital part of Norwalk’s culture
and history, the majority of the region’s
shoreline is privatized and inaccessible to the
public. Except for places like Veteran’s
Memorial Park and Calf Pasture Beach, the
majority of the city’s public shoreline exists on
the Norwalk Islands and is only accessible by
boat. With nearly two miles of linear
coastline, Manresa Island Park represents an
opportunity to not only expand and connect
the local network of public shorelines, but to
diversify the types of waterfront activities
available to the local community.
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Manresa Island’s transformation into a public park and its focus on ecological & e e . - R
restoration and remediation offers a groundbreaking model for repurposing ¥ . u ISLAND o s BT I P
decommissioned power plants throughout the region and beyond. With more than . v .
100 such sites in the area, the project proposal underscores the potential for ® % . b . V]
innovative waterfront access and expansion and environmental education. In : [ ¥ hp g e
addition to remediating the site, the Park’s design emphasizes restoring native SRl .‘ &
habitats, creating recreational spaces, establishing waterfront resiliency, and _'* MANRESA Al A
providing valuable opportunities for education and ecological stewardship. » , T o 'A .
#
L ;s
A MODEL FOR POST-INDUSTRIAL SITES A map & H
showing decommissioned power plants in the New :
England region. (Image Source: SCAPE, Data
Source: US Energy Information Administration) & NEW JERSEY :
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