


 Paige Bronk, CEDAS President; Strategic Growth Lead, M&J Engineering

 250+ members

 Connecticut Economic Development Association is a not-for-profit organization 

committed to advancing the practice of economic development within the state of 

Connecticut (www.cedas.org)

 Best Practices in Land Use & Economic Development Certification Program

 Stop by the CEDAS booth #339



Moderator: Kevin Bielmeier, CEDAS 1st VP; Southbury Economic Dev Director

 Andrew Martelli, Dir., Economic Dev & Grants, Cheshire; CEDAS member

 Paul Bowman, Principal, Diversified Builders

 Michael Ceccorulli, Esq., Pres., Cheshire Land Trust; CEDC; + CEDAS board

 Christine O’Neill, Environmental Planner, Naugatuck Valley Council of Gov’ts

 Michael D’Amato, AICP, CZEO, Principal, TYCHE Planning & Policy Grp; CEDAS board
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What if leaving land undeveloped could 
support economic development?

Brownfields > 
Greenfields

Economic 
Impact 
Study

Attracting 
Growth



Direct ED to already developed areas

• Revitalize blighted areas
• Pre-existing infrastructure 

(power, sewer, sidewalks)
• Concentrating businesses 

downtown
• Pedestrian friendly
• “Why Walkable Streets are More 

Economically Productive” (Strong 
Towns, 2018)

Downtown Seymour, 
across from the train 
station.

https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2018/1/16/why-walkable-streets-are-more-economically-productive


• Zoning
• Commercial on first floor of multifamily housing
• Impact fees for greenfield development

• Tax & Economic Incentives
• Business Improvement District (additional mill levy)
• Tax Increment Financing to fund improvements

• Transfer of Development Rights

Businesses, schools, a 
theater, and apartments 
on West Main Street, 
Waterbury



The Economic Impact of Trails
Naugatuck River Greenway 
Economic Impact Study



CT Trail Finder - Trailside Services



Attracting Growth

Derby Fishing & Viewing Platform opened on 
a remediated brownfield in 2022. 
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• Key takeaways

• What should be in place?

• How do we get started?

• What does this mean for my
community?

• Resources
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