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What if leaving land undeveloped could 
support economic development?

Brownfields > 
Greenfields

Economic 
Impact 
Study

Attracting 
Growth



Direct ED to already developed areas

• Revitalize blighted areas
• Pre-existing infrastructure 

(power, sewer, sidewalks)
• Concentrating businesses 

downtown
• Pedestrian friendly
• “Why Walkable Streets are More 

Economically Productive” (Strong 
Towns, 2018)

Downtown Seymour, 
across from the train 
station.

https://www.strongtowns.org/journal/2018/1/16/why-walkable-streets-are-more-economically-productive


• Zoning
• Commercial on first floor of multifamily housing
• Impact fees for greenfield development

• Tax & Economic Incentives
• Business Improvement District (additional mill levy)
• Tax Increment Financing to fund improvements

• Transfer of Development Rights

Businesses, schools, a 
theater, and apartments 
on West Main Street, 
Waterbury



The Economic Impact of Trails
Naugatuck River Greenway 
Economic Impact Study



CT Trail Finder - Trailside Services



Attracting Growth

Derby Fishing & Viewing Platform opened on 
a remediated brownfield in 2022. 



MICHAEL D’AMATO, AICP, CZEO

Principal

TYCHE Planning & Policy Group 



• Key takeaways

• What should be in place?

• How do we get started?

• What does this mean for my
community?

• Resources
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